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General Meeting—Tuesday 2 May at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Geoff Gates 

Talk title: ‘Safari Anyone?’ Geoff will give an introduction to African safaris, an overview of some destinations, camps 
and the daily activities provided, as well as a few tales from his African travels with images of the wildlife you are likely 
to see or lucky to find. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 6 June at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Chris Banks, Conservation Partnership Manager, Wildlife Conservation & Science, Zoos Victoria 

Talk Title: ‘Zoos Victoria committed to Grassland Earless Dragons’. 

Chris will be speaking about Zoos Victoria commitment to fighting the extinction of wildlife. Their major focus 

locally is on 21 threatened species, one of which is the Grassland Earless Dragon. Although two years of camera- 
based surveys failed to record any lizards, Zoos Vic haven't given up and have established a ‘Dragon search’ project 
with communities in western Victoria. 


GFENC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 
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Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Di. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Chris Walker-Cook, Geelong West 


We wish him a long and happy association 


GFNC website Observations 
www.gfnc.org.au 


s$ ; . . Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 
Visit the GFNC website to submit b t À À ; 
ShbtDe, keep otto ate ae forthiecming shes Haya, invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website 


interesting articles and much more.... (go to the Observations tab), emailed to the GFNC 
email address or phoned to Barry Lingham (5255 4291) 
so that they can be incorporated onto the site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at The photo on the front cover, by Alison Watson is of 
general meetings. Mountain Ash forest at Kennett River. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat The photo on the back cover, by Alison Watson is the 
to other members and visitors. view of the Avon River from the Knob Reserve, Stratford. 





Committee Report 


The Annual General Meeting was held in April with a good 
turnout of members in attendance. Unfortunately, 
nominations were not received for the various duty officer 
positions except for Treasurer. As it is a legal requirement 
under the Incorporated Association Act, that a club has a 
Secretary to be a viable concern, a motion was put to the 
meeting that Rod Lowther be appointed to the position of 
Acting Secretary for a 6-week period while the committee 
sought to fill the President, Vice-President and Secretary 
positions. Thankfully two new general committee members 
were elected and the current committee welcomed Phil 
Watson and Craig Jones in volunteering to join the 
committee and make themselves available for ad-hoc 
projects and general committee work. 


The new committee met for the first time on 17 April to 
discuss how the club would fill the duty officer positions 
and/or operate without the necessary key positions filled in 
the short term. A few suggestions were put forward around 
communication, use of emails and clarification of tasks for 
each position within the committee and the club in general. 
These deliberations were designed to reduce the load and 
assist any incoming Secretary in managing the demands of 
this role. A couple of committee members were willing to 


Out and about: 


t has been a good autumn for the Garden Orb Weaving 
Spider, which uses a great deal of silk to construct her 
large web, often destroying most of it each morning, only to 

rebuild each evening. Not all spiders make webs, but all 
use silk throughout their lives, and it comes in various 
thicknesses, textures and colours. It may be clear, white, 
cream, gold, pink, blue, green, even bronze, brown or 
black. It may be sticky or non-adhesive. Even the coarsest 
spider silk is five times finer than silkworm silk and it can 
be stretched to over 20 per cent of its original length before 
breaking. 


It is produced in abdominal glands and drawn out from 
spinnerets by combs on the hind legs, or by body weight. 
Spinnerets are segmented fingerlike organs located on the 
ventral rear of the abdomen. Most spiders have three pairs. 
Each spinneret has 100 or more minute spinning tubes 
called spigots from which fluid silk is drawn. The spigots 
are connected to several types of silk glands, each 
producing different types of silk: for egg sacs, for lining 
shelters, for safety lines and so on. The silk itself is 
comprised of proteins and hardens rapidly on extrusion. 
The spigots also exude a viscous fluid that coats the spiral 
capture threads spun by wheel-web weavers. 


Seven different types of silk glands exist, each 
manufacturing a different silk. No spider possesses all 
seven, but all possess at least three. 


The wheel webs of garden spiders use more than 20 


Rod Lowther 


step into the key roles but this was conditional / dependent 
on some external factors and personal commitments, as 
well as on all the roles being filled at the same time, to 
avoid a concentration of work if only a few people were 
involved. 


Should the key roles be filled by existing committee 
members as hoped, the committee would then need an 
additional two general committee members to have the 
necessary numbers to be an effective team. It was 
acknowledged by all at the committee meeting that each 
person on the committee can only take on a limited number 
of functions. 


The GFNC committee will strive to resolve this issue over 
the next couple of month but if unable to do so, a motion 
will need to be put to the members at the July general 
meeting to wind up the club accordingly. Should it be 
necessary to proceed down this unfavourable path, 
members will be able to provide input and give their views 
on how the assets of the club will be dispersed. 


Rod Lowther 
Acting Secretary 
On Behalf of the GFNC Committee. 


Wonderful silk 
Valda Dedman 


the spider and its insect prey together. It takes the spider 
about 45 minutes to build. 


The orb weaving spider makes her web of two kinds of silk. 
She needs non-viscous silk to move around on, especially 
while constructing the web. She first makes a bridge 
between two supports of very strong silk, going back and 
forth along it to reinforce it, since it must support the weight 
of the whole web. She then carefully selects the anchor 
point somewhere along the bridge and drops an anchor 
thread, a strong single thread. Frame thread, of less strong 
silk, is attached on both sides of the anchor thread. Then 
the radii, the spokes of the wheel, are constructed, working 
from the centre to the frame each time. All these threads 
are of dry silk and let the spider move around her web 
without being caught. Now she makes an auxiliary spiral, 
again of dry silk, starting from the hub and working 
outwards to the periphery. Using this as a guide, and often 
eating it as she goes, she lays down the capture spiral, of 
sticky silk. She leaves the last few rows at the hub as a 
retreat. 


The diagonal 'cross' of the St Andrews Cross Spider is 
thought to give stability to its wheel web and certainly adds 
strength and firmness. It is made of flossy white silk unlike 
any other silk used in the web construction. The zigzag 
effect is created by the spider swinging its abdomen from 
side to side as the broad band of silk is incorporated into 
the web. 


metres of silk, which can support 4000 times the weight of 
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The Funnel-web Spider's funnel is made of silk. A Funnel- 
web's home can be recognised by the extensive silk 
spread out upon the ground and issuing from the tunnel 
entrance. It is not a snare, simply an extension of the 
funnel. The silk lining helps to prevent cave-ins and 
provides insulation and climbing footholds. The Trapdoor 
Spider's trap door is made of silk mixed with soil and 
hinged with silk. During the evening Trapdoor Spiders 
emerge from their burrows but remain close to the 
entrances. They fasten the lids open with stout threads 
attached to nearby objects in case they need to beat a 
hasty retreat. During the early morning hours, these 
threads are removed and worked into the lids. 


Many Crab Spiders use large amounts of silk to construct 
temporary retreats and brood chambers using bark, leaves 
and grass. 


The Net-casting Spiders make capture nets made of highly 
elastic and sticky silk supported by a collapsible frame of 
dry silk. They throw this net over passing insects and as 
they struggle the net expands and engulfs them. The 
spider then wraps the insect up, bites it and if prey is 
plentiful may hang it up, retrieve the net and lie in wait for 
another passing meal. 


The ballooning spiderling's balloon string is made from silk. 
Spiders wrap up their prey in silk. 


The male spider makes a mat from silk then places his 
sperm on it. He then gathers it up into his bulbous palps, 
which he later inserts into the female's genitals. She lays 
her eggs and protects them with a silk covering, sometimes 
carrying these silken egg sacs around with her until they 
hatch, sometimes just leaving them strung up in a safe 
place. 


The Bird Dropping Spider deposits her eggs on a white 
silken mat in a mass of between 50 and 200. Then she 
revolves the egg mass with her rear pairs of legs until it is 
entirely surrounded by loose, flocculent silk. This is then 
wrapped with strong bands of silk into a spherical bundle. 
She then flows a fluid waste material over the bundle which 
chemically changes to a hardened waterproofed coating of 
gold. After a little weathering the spheres turn brown. The 
egg sacs are suspended in foliage near the spider who 
clings to one or more of them, her cryptic colouring 
blending in with them. 


The Bolas Spider 'fishes' at night for her food. Her line is a 
sticky silk thread dangling from an outstretched front leg 
tip. The thread is still attached to her spinnerets, but is 
controlled by her long front leg and sits between her claws, 
where it is played out at times. The line is about 50 to 70 
mm long and has a number of liquid gum beads about the 
size of a pinhead along its length. It is weighted with a 
particularly large sticky globule at its end. Noctuid moths 
are attracted by a pheromone, and when one comes close 
enough, the spider begins to whirl her line around her until 
the moth is caught on the sticky end. Now she must land it. 
The line is elastic and she 'plays' the struggling moth and 
finally reels it in, bites it and wraps it in silk. It will be 
consumed later. She may continue fishing if it is a good 
night. 


Birds often use spider web in their nests. The Grey Fantail 
makes a long tail to its cup nest. The hummingbird gathers 
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silk and uses it to bind its nest together. If it is a trailing 
nest, the bird will fly round and round the first threads until 
a cup is formed. 


The Common Tailorbird (Indian Tailor Bird) may sew with 
spider silk in its nest construction. It creates a cup from two 
living leaves or by twisting a single one into a curl. Holding 
a length of silk in its beak, it then pierces a tiny hole in the 
leaf and pushes the silk through it, tying a little knot at the 
end to prevent the thread from slipping back through the 
hole. It then does the same with the other side, securing 
the two leaf surfaces together. 


Green Tree Ants also use silk to bind leaves together to 
form their football-sized nests. Worker ants work 
cooperatively to pull two leaf edges together. They form 
strong ant chains between the two edges by linking legs 
and then shortening the chain one ant at a time. Then 
other workers bring along their own larvae that are just 
about to metamorphose. Holding the larva in its jaws, an 
ant straddles the seam and using its antennae it taps the 
larva on the head, telling it to extrude silk from its salivary 
glands. The larva swings its head from side to side, 
fastening the leaf edges with liquid silk that rapidly 
hardens. 


Rattle Ants Polyrachis australis construct nests in the same 
fashion using larvae. 


The silk we know in fabrics does not come from a worm but 
from the larva of the domesticated silk moth, which spins a 
soft cocoon from about a kilometre of silk thread produced 
from modified salivary glands. It swings its head to and fro, 
and may take 48 hours to complete its perfectly ovate 
cocoon. Silk has been made for at least 5000 years in 
China, where the mulberry tree, the larval food plant, is 
native. In commercial operations, the cocoons are thrown 
into boiling water. This kills the silkworm and makes the silk 
easier to unravel. The fibres are very fine; it takes 2000 to 
5000 cocoons to make one pound (0.4 kg) of silk. 


Silk is produced as a tactile stimulus during mating by the 
Grey Silverfish Ctenolepisma longicaudata. The endemic 
Australian Leafhopper Kahaono montana builds silk 
shelters under the leaves of the trees where it lives, to 
protect it from predators. The stalks on which lacewing 
eggs sit are made of silk that is unrelated to the silk 
produced by other insects. It contains two fibrous proteins 
structured like a concertina door, giving it extra toughness 
and elasticity. 


Fleas, flies, midges, beetles, mayflies and thrips also 
produce true silk, and there is 'sea silk' produced by Pinna 
nobilis, a large pen shell, to bond itself to rocks. This is not 
silk, but threads of keratin that were used to make a fabric 
called byssus cloth. 


References 
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Fauna report 


he common names of reptiles and amphibians, 

collectively the herpetofauna, continue to create 
some confusion. The latest reference on the subject is 
the seventh edition of Reptiles and Amphibians of 
Australia by Harold G. Cogger, published late in 2014. 
There was little change to the scientific names of the 
species found in the Geelong region, but many were 
given new common names. Some are clumsy and are 
not likely to come into general usage. One change 
was to the lizard we knew as the Garden Skink. The 
new name, Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink, seems far 
too complex to be taken seriously. The problem is that 
while it is our common lizard, in other places the 
closely allied Delicate Skink is also a common garden 
inhabitant. Cogger seemed to have difficulty coming to 
grips with common names particularly when dealing 


Trevor Pescott 


skinks, sunskinks (one word, not hyphenated) and 
skinks. At this stage, if we accept Cogger’s latest 
publication as the one to work with, it seems that we 
are stuck with the new names. In time it seems 
inevitable that there will be a simplified list of common 
names—this happened with birds a few years ago 
when some ugly names such as ‘thick-knee’ for 
stone-curlew were rejected. Just who is responsible 
for the listing of accepted common names | do not 
know. But that there is need for a review seems clear. 


There are several interesting sightings on the latest 
report, including a Sugar Glider at the You Yangs and 
a Leathery Turtle offshore from Clifton Springs. 


with the skinks, and so we have forest-skinks, cool- 


Herps 


Spotted Grass Frog 


Eastern Smooth Frog 


Brown Tree Frog 


Leathery Turtle 


Marbled Gecko 


Eastern Three-lined Skink 


White’s Skink 


Grass Skink 


Lowlands Copperhead 


Tiger Snake 


Little Whip Snake 


29/03/17 


19/04/17 


08/04/17 
29/03/17 


08/04/17 


08/04/17 


19/03/17 


07/04/17 


29/03/17 


04/04/17 


07/04/17 


29/03/17 


29/03/17 


29/03/17 


Shelford, under tile during CCMA tile survey. 


Anglesea Heath, calling from wetter parts of 
heath along Denham Tk, mid-morning. 


Yaugher, heard calling during day. 


Mt Mercer, found in stubble during CCMA 
tile survey. 


Highton, heard calling from garden at 6.40 
a.m., heard in a similar place in previous 
week. 

Yaugher, heard calling during day. 


Port Phillip, swimming in channel off Clifton 
Springs (markers 13-14) in morning. Vide- 
oed by member of the public. 

Drysdale, noted on a sandstone wall, disap- 
peared into crevice. 


Shelford, under tile during CCMA survey. 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, sunning itself 
beside Banksia Trail, late afternoon. 


Mt Leura, many active among rocks and 
logs near Info Centre and carpark. 
Teesdale, under tile during CCMA survey. 


Teesdale, under tile during CCMA survey. 


Mt Mercer, under tiles during CCMA survey. 
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Mammals 


07/04/17 Mt Leura, in a gum tree near water tank track. 


11/04/17 Brisbane Ranges, near Anakie Gorge carpark. 
Common Brusntail 01/04/17  Birregurra, road-killed on Birre-Forrest Road 5 km 
Possum south of township. 


Sugar Glider 18/04/17 You Yangs, spot-lit in dead wattle near Info Centre 


Eastern Grey 29/03/17 Mt Mercer, on escarpment above Leigh River; noted 
Kangaroo during CCMA tile survey. 


Swamp Wallaby 07/04/17 Mt Leura, seen during fauna survey. 


Chocolate Wattled 01/04/17 Yaugher, a female. 
Bat 
Southern Forest Bat 07/04/17 Mt Leura, a male caught during survey. 


Little Forest Bat 01/04/17 Yaugher, a male. 
Microbat sp. 07/04/17 East Geelong, flying over Verner St just after dusk. 





Observers: CCMA, Corangamite Catchment management Authority tile survey; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GD, Guy 
Dutson; GFNC ,Geelong Field Naturalists Club Fauna Group; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JCa, Jen Carr; JN, John 
Newman; LB, Lance Breguet; MGI, Maddie Glynn; RU, Rustem Upton; TB, Tony Byrne; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Mt Leura fauna survey 
6-8 April 2017 


All trapping undertaken in accordance with our WSIAEC approval 23.15 and DELWP permit 10007876 


Trevor Pescott 


Introduction 


ts Leura and Sugarloaf, situated on the eastern edge were essentially similar. (See Geelong Naturalist vol. 51, 

of Camperdown, form a conspicuous feature on the no. 11, April 2016 for the report of our first survey.) 
volcanic landscape of the Western District. Previously 
planted with cypress and radiata pines, since 1995 they 
have been progressively revegetated with trees local to the 
area and known to have occurred there at the time of 
European settlement. The replanted trees have not yet 
aged enough to develop hollows sufficient to house bats or Harp traps 


birds, but judging by observations made by local residents, 
bats do frequent the area. Two harp traps were used on two nights. One (H1) was set 


over the track to a large water tank at the north-east side of 
A harp trap and Anabat survey conducted by consultants the reserve for two nights, and the second (H2) was set for 
Ecological Consulting Services in early April 2012 resulted one night over the track on the west side of the reserve and 
in the capture of seven species and 32 individuals. Itwas for one night over a fire-access track in the south-west 
described in the report as ‘beyond expectations...(so) late corner of the reserve. 
in the bat season’. 


Weather 


Initially fine, warm and calm, but becoming windy with a 
severe change late in the weekend. 


Results 
Our two surveys were designed to replicate as far as 07/04/17: H1 — Southern Forest Bat Vespadelus regulus, 
possible the methodology and timing of the ECS survey; male, wt 4.8 g, forearm 29.1 mm. 
however, it was impossible to replicate the weather 08/04/17: nil. 


conditions, and this has probably contributed to our lack of 
success. Apart from the Anabat survey, the results of which 
are not included in the figures above, the location and effort 
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Herps 


Many skinks were seen near the Information Centre and 
the carpark. Those that we were able to identify were 
Tussock Cool-skinks Pseudomoia entrecasteauxii. Several 
were beautifully coloured with reddish markings along the 
sides of the body and with the other lines along the body 
clearly defined. This colouring is present on males during 
the breeding season of the species. Pseudomoia skinks 
are live-bearers, with the females giving birth to up to eight 
young in a litter. Many others were small individuals with 
little or no distinct markings on the body, making positive 
identification difficult. Most of the smallest were probably 
part of this year’s recruitment of young since the breeding 
season was coming to an end. 


Mammals 


The harp trapping was disappointing, with only one bat 
caught. The weather was cool, and with a cold wet change 
due we cancelled the proposed third night. There is little 
doubt that we were too late in the year to obtain an 
optimum result, as we were on our previous visit, as the 
feeding activity of the bats had become limited due to 
cooler weather. 


Initially it was thought the bat that we caught might have 
been a Little Forest Bat since the measurements were in 
the range of both species. However the general colouring, 
particularly that of the tragus (earlobe) and the lack of a 
forehead ‘bump’, suggested a Southern Forest Bat. Both 
species occur here. 


In addition we saw some diggings made by Short-beaked 
Echidna(s) and a ‘rodent-run’ beneath rank grass that may 
have been made by Swamp Rats or Black Rats, both 
known to occur here. 


Koala Phascolarctos cinereus: one seen near the water 
tank. 

Swamp (Black) Wallaby Wallabia bicolor: several seen. 
Southern Forest Bat Vespadelus regulus: one male 
caught. 

House Mouse Mus musculus: one found dead on the road 
to the lookout. 


Birds 


A bird list was not compiled; however, one highlight was 
seeing a large flock of at least 30 Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoos that had been feeding in the pine trees on the 
abutting property. The area has a good diversity of other 
birds, including raptors such as Brown Goshawk. At our 
next bat survey at the site later this year we will make a 
bird list to complement the other fauna data that have been 
collected on our previous visits. 





References 


Churchhill, Sue (2008). Australian Bats, 2™ edn, Allen and 
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Thanks 


Sincere thanks to the Mt Leura and Mt Sugarloaf 
Development Committee, and in particular Chairman 
Graham Arkinstall, for his encouragement and support in 
the survey: Frances Grundy for co-ordinating the survey: 
and the GFNC members who assisted in setting and 
monitoring the traps. 


Note on Wooloomanata fauna survey: 


In my report on the March fauna survey at Wooloomanata 
(Geelong Naturalist April 2017) | made the comment that 
there was ‘no serious attempt to look for birds’. In fact 
Craig Morley had completed a number of surveys between 
9.00 a.m. and 12.59 p.m. on 11 March: 

Survey 7, 9.00-11.40 a.m., downstream from Lascelles 
Dam. 43 species 

Survey 2, 12.03-12.33 p.m. (20 minute survey), 13 species 
Survey 3, 12.39-12.59 p.m. (20 minute survey), 11 species 


Birds not included in the first report: 

(Craig also included numbers of each species but since 
these were not included in the first report they are not 
shown here.) 


Brown-headed 
Honeyeater 
Crested Shrike-tit 


Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 


Collared Sparrowhawk 


Little Eagle 

Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Weebill 

Yellow Thornbill 


Grey Fantail 
Australian Raven 
Little Raven 
Brown Thornbill 


Spotted Pardalote 


Jacky Winter 


Eastern Yellow Robin 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 


European Goldfinch 
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Next fauna surveys 
Bannockburn Bush 
(Note: changed from Rice Reserve and Grasstree Reserve) 


Thursday 11 — Sunday 14 May 2017 


We have been asked to carry out a fauna survey to assist in the protection of the reserve, and this weekend is the 
start of a study we will carry out over the next 12 months or so. The reserve is managed by the Ballarat Environment 
Network (BEN) and the Friends group (FoBB). It is intended that this weekend will involve setting out tile grid 
networks, installing cameras and doing Elliott trapping. 


Thursday 11 May: 1.00 p.m., meet at the main entrance on the Bannockburn-Teesdale Road to do a site assessment 
and determine where to set tiles and Elliott traps. 


Friday 12 May: meet at 8.00 a.m. to check the Elliotts and continue other activities. 


Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 May: meet at 8.00 a.m. 


Ballieston (Alcorn property) campout 8-11 June (long weekend) 


This is a general Club campout in an area we have not previously seen. 


Program for remainder of the year 
6-9 July: Floating Islands 
18-20 August: Otways/Yaugher 
7-10 September: Brisbane Ranges 
5-8 October: Breakfast Creek/Anglesea Heath 
9-12 November: tile check, upgrade at Brisbane Ranges, Wooloomanata, Corio and Ripley 
7-10 December: Gerangamete 


(Note: these dates are provisional and may be changed as circumstances dictate.) 





Copperhead at Teesdale. Photo: Lance Breguet 


Comment: If you look closely at the lips you can see the 
diagnostic white edging. When Lance sent me the photo | 
wasn't sure even though | had seen it ‘in the flesh’ when 
we tumed the tiles. But in the photo it is clear. We did find Varied Sword-grass Brown. 

a blackish Tiger Snake later. Trevor Pescott Photo. John Newman 
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Butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


oth Imperial and Spotted Jezebels have made their appearance, the latter near mistletoes, the larval food plant. A 

Small Grass-yellow, which species occasionally visits Geelong, and a Ringed Xenica at Ocean Grove were fine 
observations. Yellow Admirals have been about and Australian Painted Ladies have hung on. Most butterflies do not 
have long adult lives, perhaps only a few weeks; female Common Browns may live longer. At the end of their season, 
butterflies can become very worn. The Varied Sword-grass Brown that John Newman saw is a good example. As he 
wrote: ‘| saw a very tatty specimen of Varied Sword-grass Brown in the Anglesea Heath on Monday, seemingly finding 
it difficult to stay ‘afloat’ and bouncing around along a track just above the ground, rather like a helium balloon that has 
almost lost its magical powers. It finally came to rest on a leaf and | felt it must have been very close to the end of its 


life.’ 
Green Grass-dart 


Small Grass-yellow 


Cabbage White 


Spotted Jezebel 


Imperial Jezebel 


Australian Painted Lady 


Yellow Admiral 


Meadow Argus 


Varied Sword-grass 
Brown 
Common Brown 


Ringed Xenica 


Common Grass-blue 


03/04/17 


30/03/17 


03/04/17 


23/04/17 
07/04/17 


17/04/17 


28/03/17 


08/04/17 


23/04/17 
28/03/17 


03/04/17 


13/04/17 


28/03/17 


16/04/17 
23/04/17 
17/04/17 


31/03/17 


03/04/17 


18/04/17 


14/04/17 
12/04/17 


22/04/17 


23/04/17 
03/04/17 


03/04/17 


23/04/17 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 
Community plant 
nursery, South 
Geelong 
Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 


Inverleigh NCR 


Charlie's Hole Walk, 
Edwards Point Wildlife 
Reserve 

Boundary Rd, 
Breakwater 


Queenscliff Foreshore 
Reserve 


At the mouth of 
Thompsons Ck, 
Torquay 

Inverleigh NCR 


Flinders St at Henry 
St, Queenscliff 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 


Highton 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 
Hamlyn Heights 


Inverleigh NCR 


Denham Track, 
Anglesea Heath 
Harrison Court, 
Highton 
Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 
Harrison Court, 
Highton 

Lorne 

Highton 


Long Forest NCR, 
Moonah Track 
Inverleigh NCR 


Woodlands Estate, 
Ocean Grove 


Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 
Inverleigh NCR 


1 on the Salvia leucantha 


1 near a plane tree, resting with wings closed, 
about 10 a.m. 


20, not in large numbers 


Several 


20+. Many patches of Amyema preissii present. 


1 flying over road, heading towards river. 
1 


1, looked in good condition. 


1 


1 in gardens at Santa Casa. 
10 scattered throughout gardens. 


1 in sun at 4.30 p.m. 
6 


1 
1 


1 very tatty, seemingly finding it hard to keep in 
the air. Finally landed. Photographed 
1 female 


10, several in the gardens, more common in the 
‘Forgotten Gardens’, especially in the buddleja. 
1 


1 female at 11.30 a.m. 
1 female, wind and sun, still around after 
weekend's rain. 


7 females flying. 


Several flying. 
1 


10 





1, photographed. 


Observers CGr, Chris Graunas; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GFNC, Geelong 
Field Naturalists Club April excursion; GPo, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jen- 
ny Possingham; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; RUp, Rustem Upton; SKr, Susan Kruss; TFl, Tom Fletcher. 
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Victorian Orange-bellied Parrot Update—Mainland Release Trial Program 
April 2017 


Prepared by Rachel Pritchard, Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) 


he Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP), Zoos Victoria, BirdLife 
Australia, Melbourne Water, Moonlit Sanctuary, Parks 
Victoria and the Tasmanian Government are excited to 
share with you that we are partnering to deliver a Mainland 
Release Trial Program in Victoria, with the hope of once 
again having flocks of OBPs in our coastal habitats. 


On April 19th, we released 11 Orange-bellied Parrots in a 
restricted area at the Western Treatment Plant (WTP) in 
Werribee. The release group includes 6 birds from 
Healesville Sanctuary, 4 birds from Moonlit Sanctuary, and 
the first bird to be part of a new ‘aided migration’ trial for 
the species. We have attached radio transmitters to each 
of the release birds, and will be closely following their 
movements over the coming weeks. This site was selected 
as it has been the most reliable location for wild OBPs in 
Victoria in recent years. The WTP therefore provides the 
best opportunity for our release group to interact with, and 
learn from, wild birds with local knowledge. 


The 4-year Mainland Release Trial Program is seeking to 
release small flocks of OBPs into suitable habitat in the 
hope that these flocks not only provide advantages for the 
birds we are releasing, but they may also act as a beacon 
to naturally migrating birds, to draw them into suitable 
habitat. We hope these flocks will flow on to provide 
survival benefits for those wild birds as well. 


i ~ a 
= oa GER 
k = iii SLUTS ET Haai e 


i 





se = ow t N 


Two birds (one concealed behind the other) take 
their first free flight from the aviary. A third looks on, 
preparing to join them. Photo: Peter Menkhorst 
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antennae visible past the end of the tail. 


As part of our program we are undertaking the first ‘aided 
migration’ of OBPs — we are catching some adults released 
at the breeding location in spring, transporting them by 
plane to Victoria to release them into suitable habitat. This 
may give these birds, who already know how to Survive in 
the breeding range, a much improved chance of surviving 
winter, and returning to their Tasmanian breeding site. In 
2017 only one male was available for the aided migration 
trial, however we hope to expand the aided migration part 
of the program in the years ahead. 


The results of the Mainland Release Trial Program will be 
compared with the results of other current management 
trials being undertaken by our partners in the National 
Recovery Team, to determine the best suite of actions to 
help avoid extinction in the wild. 


The program has received funding from the Victorian 
Government Biodiversity On-ground Actions program and 
Zoos Victoria. 


We ask that anyone permitted to visit the birdwatching 
areas of the WTP please respect the need to give these 
birds the space they need to behave naturally. This trial is 
part of a suite of actions seeking to prevent extinction in 
the wild for this beautiful and unusual bird, and we want to 
give the birds every chance of success. 


Thank you, 
The OBP Mainland Release Team 





A released bird resting on its first day in winter habitat. Transmitter 


Photo: Paul Rushworth 


Autumn SEANA camp report 
17—20 March 2017 


n March Sale and District Field Naturalists Club and 

Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club introduced us to a 
beautiful part of the state with many interesting places to 
explore. Sale Common is a large lake system with 
boardwalks and lots of birds—spoonbills in large groups, a 
Latham’s Snipe, Freckled Ducks, and many Whistling 
Kites. We visited a wonderful private property with the 
emphasis on restoring a wetland which had been drained 
into an attractive lake attracting many birds. Observing 
saltmarsh plants with the help of a new book ‘Saltmarsh 
Plants in Victoria’ with the writers was very interesting 
despite the strong winds. Perfect weather the next day for 
the Lakes Cruise allowed us wonderful vistas as we learnt 
about the Lakes System. And we were lucky to see 





One of many Blue Blubber Seajellies drifting in the Lakes. 
Photo: Phil Watson 


Alison Watson 


dolphins and seals up close at the entrance. A walk with 
Grattan Mullett from the Gunaikurnai Land and Waters 
Aboriginal Corporation at the Knob Nature Reserve, one of 
the 10 reserves incorporated into the 2010 Native Title, 
was enlightening and enjoyable. We learnt about the 
Burrunan Dolphin, underwater Citizen Science and birds of 
Sale Common from excellent speakers on the three 
evenings after impressive dinners at the Sale Racecourse 
camp base. It was a wonderful camp and lots more to go 
back for another day. Thank you to Sale & District and 
Latrobe Valley FNCs for a wonderful camp. 


The next SEANA camp is at Little Desert 13—16 October 
2017 coordinated by Ringwood FNC. 





Playful seals at Lakes Entrance Photo: Phil Watson 


Vale Margery Rix and Bev Lyon 


It is with sadness that we report the passing of two of our long-term members, Margery Rix and 


Bev Lyon. 


Margery joined the GFNC in 1981 and regularly attended general meetings until very recently. 
She had been a great traveller overseas in her younger days and held a senior secretarial 
position at Ford Motor Company in Geelong for many years. As well as being a member of 
GFNC, she was a keen gardener and was on the committee of the Friends of the Geelong 


Gallery. 


Bev and lan Lyon joined the GFNC in 1979. They owned a property just east of the You Yangs 
and took a great interest in the fauna and bird life there. They were keen conservationists and 
birdwatchers, hosting beginner birdwatching camps on their property with Ken Simpson and 
later joining the Friends of the You Yangs. They were also keen travellers, touring to many parts 
of Australia. 


The Club sends its condolences to lan and the Lyons family and to Margery’s family. 
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Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve excursion report 
23 April 2017 
Leaders: Friends of INCR 


e met near the Inverleigh hotel and were entertained 

by the many large Bardi Ghost Moths at the toilet 
block, one of which was being devoured by a Red 
Wattlebird. Later in the day, we would see pupal cases left 
in the burrows where the moths had emerged the night 
before. 


Located in the sandy hillside area above the Leigh River, 
the Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve (INCR) covers 
over 1000 ha and is recognised as a valuable grassy 
woodland remnant. There has been a long history of 
human impact upon the species and vegetation structure 
of the INCR. The original indigenous Wadawurrung clans 
used fire to manage vegetation and utilised many of the 
plants for food, medicines, tools or weapons. European 
settlers arrived in the late 1830s and the area was set 
aside as a source of firewood. In 1861, the area was 
proclaimed as the Inverleigh Common, available for 
grazing sheep and cattle. Some locals wished to take up 
the Common for selection, but reclassification of the area 
as State Forest in 1876 prevented this. 


Later, part of the Common became the local rubbish tip 
and gravel extraction was permitted. Locals continued to 
take firewood, often clearing scrub to get to fallen timber. 
The whole area was crossed by many vehicle tracks. In 
1973, the GFNC published a pamphlet on the flora and 
fauna of the area, titled The /nverleigh common. plant 
and bird lists. In 1977, the Common became a Flora and 
Fauna Reserve. An elected Committee of Management, 
which included a representative from the GFNC, was 
created in 1983. The Reserve is now managed by Parks 
Victoria and classified as a Nature Conservation Reserve 
in recognition of the vulnerable grassy woodland habitat 
and the rare species present. 


We were met by David Bruce, president of the Friends 

of INCR and Neil Anderton, president of ANOS (Geelong) 
who has extensive knowledge of the orchids and other 
flora of the INCR. We started at the entrance near the 
golf course where David explained some of the difficulties 
experienced in trying to revegetate the old tip site. We 
proceeded along Links Track and crossed a small valley. 


At this site, experimental use of ‘grooming’ has removed 
large amounts of Acacia paradoxa Prickly Hedge-VWattle. 
Although A. paradoxa is an indigenous species, changes to 
fire regimes and other unknown factors had led to 
extensive grassy areas being colonised by this fast 
growing and prolific wattle. Fire creates perfect conditions 
for the seeds to germinate, but they also germinate after 
floods. Repeated fires may limit the spread. However, such 
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Barry Lingham 


burning regimes are expensive and difficult to implement 
as the bushes are hard to ignite in cooler conditions, yet 
they burn fiercely in warmer conditions, burning the canopy 
of the eucalypts. 


We observed groomed areas where tracked ‘forest 
mowers’ had reduced the acacia bushes to coarse mulch. 
Grasses and some sedges and herbs were growing as the 
reduced competition for light, water and nutrients allowed 
them to regenerate. Grooming may become an effective 
management tool to stop encroachment of woody shrubs in 
many areas where open grassy woodland is the preferred 
habitat. 


The next stop, further along the Old Shelford Road, 
involved a short walk that passed from the Manna Gum 
Eucalyptus pryoriana zone to the Red Gum E. 
camuldalensis zone. A section of open grassland had been 
fenced to exclude rabbits, wallabies and kangaroos. The 
gate was opened during autumn, after the flowering of 
most plants. A wide range of grasses and herbs were 
noted here including the cute Parsons Bands Erochilus 
cucullatus. 


By lunchtime, we already had more than thirty bird species, 
including several raptors. After lunch, the next stop 
involved a slightly longer walk to a dam created many 
years ago. We noted some ancient Red Gums and large 
yellow-gilled fungi Phylloporus rhodoxanthus, and also the 
Horse Dropping Fungi Pisolithus arhizus. The peace was 
disturbed by two illegal trailbike riders who got a shock 
when we all took photos of them. A highlight was the 
delightful Owlet Nightjar sunning itself in a hollow, spotted 
by Cheryl’s sharp eyes. 


The humid weather seemed to trigger the emergence of 
many large winged ‘sugar ants’ Camponotus intrepidus, 
both male and female. The females climbed atop grass 

stems or sticks before taking flight over the tree tops. 


The final stop was in the western section where we were 
pleased to see at least four flowering Autumn Greenhoods 
Pterostylis sp. aff revoluta, a species that is only found in a 
few locations in the region. 


We thanked our hosts and left with intentions of returning 
again in the spring when the wildflowers are in full bloom. 


Bird list—John Newman 


Bird Species 
Australian Owlet-nightjar 


Black Kite 


Collared Sparrowhawk 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Galah 
Little Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 


Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 


Eastern Rosella 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Weebill 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill 


Brown Thornbill 

Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 


White-eared Honeyeater 


Comment 
seen at tree hollow, a lot of 
rufous on face 


flying over reserve, pur- 
sued by Dusky Woodswal- 
lows 

flying over 


flying over 


flying over calling 
2 flying ,then a single later 


as 2,1,3 in separate areas 


on fence line on northeast 
border 


Incidental fungi noted —Valda Dedman 


Scientific name 
Omphalina chromacea 


Leucoagaricus naucinus 


Phylloporus rhodoxanthus 


Pisolithus arhizus 


Common name ~~ 
Yellow Navel 


Gilled Bolete 


Horse Dropping Fungus 


Bird Species 
Red Wattlebird 


Brown-headed Hon- 
eyeater 


Comment 


White-naped Honeyeater 


Black-faced Cuckoo- 
shrike 
Crested Shrike-tit 


Golden Whistler 
Rufous Whistler 


Grey Shrike-thrush 
Dusky Woodswallow 


Australian Magpie 
Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 
White-winged Chough 


Eastern Yellow Robin 
Silvereye 

Tree Martin 

Common Blackbird 


37 species noted 





Gilled Bolete. 


male and female 


several groups 
flying overhead 
calling, pursuing 
the Black Kite 
and the 
Sparrowhawk 


heard at 
Woolbrook Track 





Photo: Barry Lingham 
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Incidental list of plants noted—compiled by Bernie Lingham 


Scientific name 
Acaena echinate 


Astroloma humifusum 
Bossiaea prostate 
Burchardia umbellate 
Cheilanthes sieberi 
Chiloglottis trapeziformis 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum 
Clematis microphylla 
Cymbonotus preissianus 
Cynoglossum suaveolens 
Dianella sp. 

Dichondra repens 
Dillwynia sp. 

Eriochilus cucullatus 
Glycine latrobeana 


Gonocarpus tetragynus 


Hibbertia riparia 
Kennedia prostrata 
Lomandra filiformis 
Microtis sp. 

Muellerina eucalyptoides 
Oxalis perennans 


Pelargonium sp. 
Pimelea hulilis 
Prostanthera nivea var. nivea 


Pterostylis sp. 
Pterostylis sp. aff. revoluta 


Puridia glabella 
Senecia sp. 


Solenogyne dominie 
Tricoryne elatior 
Wahlenbergia luteola 


Common name 
Sheep's Burr 


Cranberry Heath 
Creeping Bossiaea 
Milkmaids 

Rock Fern 

Dainty Bird-orchid 
Common Everlasting 
Small-leaved Clematis 
Austral Bear's-ear 
Sweet Hound's-tongue 
Dianellas 
Kidney-weed 

Peas 

Parsons Bands 
Clover Glycine 
Common Raspwort 
Erect Guinea-flower 
Running Postman 
Wattle Mat-rush 
Onion Orchids 
Creeping Mistletoe 
Grassland Wood-sorrel 


Pelargonium 
Common Rice-flower 
Snowy Mint-bush 


Greenhoods 
Autumn Greenhood 


Tiny Star 
Fireweed 


Smooth Solenogyne 
Yellow Rush Lily 
Golden Bluebell 


Comments 


Flowering 


Dried flower stems noted 


Large patch of small, newly formed rosettes 
Flowering 


Flowering 


Few flowers 


Unable to identify which ssp it is 
Dried flower stems noted 


Hairy seed heads on many plants 


Many patches of small, newly formed rosettes 


4 flowering plants; many small newly formed 
rosettes nearby 
Formerly Hypoxis glabella var. glabella 


Possibly S. picridioides Hawkbit Fireweed or 
Purple-leaf Groundsel 


Flowering 
Flowering 





Butterflies noted 


Cabbage White; Common Brown (females only); Painted Lady; Meadow Argus; Common Grass-Blue 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 
deductible. 
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Photos from Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve excursion 





Meadow Argus. Photo: Barry Lingham 





Owlet Nightjar. Photo: Barry Lingham 





Autumn Greenhood. Photo: Barry Lingham 





Parsons Bands Orchid. Photo. Barry Lingham 





Sugar Ant. Photo: Barry Lingham 





Golden Orb Spider. Photo: Barry Lingham 
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Wildlife Photographer of the Year Birremathool at Bailieston 


There will be a GFNC Fauna Survey here from 
If you haven't been to the National Wool Museum in 8-11 June 2017. We would like to encourage club 
Geelong to see this wonderful international members interested in birds, plants and insects to also 
exhibition, you have just under a fortnight left, as it attend as we would like to share this wonderful area 
closes on 14 May. with you all. We have basic bush camping on the 
property and the Nagambie Lakes Leisure Park with a 
range of cabins and camping options is only 5 minutes 
Geelong is again the only Victorian host for this away. 
exhibition, which is sponsored by the Natural History 
Museum in London. Photos from the local See the April edition of the Geelong Naturalist for more 
competition ‘Geelong by Nature’, including some details and map. 
entries from GFNC members, are also on display. 


If you are planning to join us could you please RSVP to 
Margaret and Richard Alcorn. 

Don’t miss these stunning international photographs 

as well as wonderful images from some of our local Ph: 5259 9636 


photographers. Email: marg.alcorn@gqmail.com 





Autumn Fungi 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 


Membership renewal 


Members are encouraged to submit short 


Membership renewals are coming in steadily, but we’d love to have articles and photos for consideration for the 
them all as soon as possible. You can download the form from the Geelong Naturalist each month. 
GFNC website if you’ve misplaced your email or hardcopy renewal If you have observed and/or photographed 
form. Please remember to sign the form and complete your contact something interesting in the natural world of 
details and all the sections about our online email information list and Geelong and its surrounds, 
receiving the Geelong Naturalist by either print or online. please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission 
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Bird Group meeting 
Those rapacious raptors— 
Martin Scuffins, Leigh Valley Hawk and Owl Sanctuary 
20 April 2017 


M artin held us enthralled throughout his presentation, which 
included the beginnings of his fascination with raptors, the 
work of the sanctuary at Garibaldi and some details of the trials 
and tribulations of raptors as humans continue to encroach into 
the habitats of these fascinating birds. 


And how could we forget the wonderful performances of Kevvy the 
Nankeen Kestrel and Pickles the Australian Hobby. It was a treat, 


Craig Morley 


and the GFNC will forward a donation to Martin to help with his 
important work of rehabilitation of injured and orphaned birds. 


You will find more information at the following website, where you 
may wish to make a personal donation to further support the 
efforts of Martin and the staff: 


http://nawkandowl.com.au/ 


March-April Bird observations—some highlights 


he GFNC monthly Bird Group presenter this month 

was Martin Scuffins, whose talk about his raptor 
rehabilitation program kept the audience spellbound. The 
presentation was illustrated by two live birds, an 
Australian Hobby and a Nankeen Kestrel—making a 
memorable night with these two magnificent small falcons 
just metres from us. It is only fitting that this month’s 
records are very well populated with raptor records, 
including many of the loved Australian Hobby and 
Nankeen Kestrel. Records of Black Kite are again flowing 
in; and the scarce Spotted Harriers seen out to the west 
of Geelong have captivated the lucky observers, including 
a stunning juvenile which would indicate successful local 
breeding! 


The fascinating migratory movement of birds seen in our 
area every autumn and spring has brought a flurry of 
records of many species beautifully illustrating these 
movements. Cattle Egrets, Rose, Flame and Pink 
Robins, Eastern Spinebills and Rufous Fantails have all 
been noted in the suburbs of Geelong and surrounding 
areas after the summer breeding elsewhere. Many records 
of flocks of Yellow-faced and White-naped Honeyeaters 
moving around restlessly have kept observers busy 
recording the general northward winter exodus. There are 
good numbers of Gang-gang Cockatoos around 
suburban and rural areas as expected at this time of year, 
and Golden Whistlers as garden birds in the built-up 
areas are a treat for anyone who can identify them by call 
or sight. 


Fork-tailed or Pacific Swifts are an uncommon 
occurrence around Geelong but have been seen coastally 
this month, and a Brown Quail in a Belmont garden was 
nothing short of amazing. A Black-tailed Godwit at Lake 
Modewarre with 800+ Red-kneed Dotterels this month 
were most noteworthy. 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


Nankeen Night Herons at Queenscliff with the persisting 
famed Little Egrets are still drawing observers. Anglesea 
Heath holds the elusive heathland species for those 
venturing into the denser heath, and Weebills are being 
now recorded in more locations around Geelong than just 
the former strong hold of the You Yangs. 


An adult Pacific Gull at Lorne with a very worn tail showing 
only white caused a great deal of interest, and you can see 
photos of this bird in the eBird list at this link: http:// 


ebird.org/ebird/australia/view/checklist/S35752832 


Once more we sincerely thank the keen and diligent 
observers of the birdlife of the Geelong region (listed 
below) who have once again been adding their records to 
the GFNC website and/or submitting lists, which include 
these records, to the eBird Australia website http:// 


ebird.org/content/australia/ 


Amy Scheitner; Andrea Dennett; Angus Hartshorn; Barry 
Lingham; Bernie Lingham; BirdLife Bellarine; Brett Howell; 
Brett Roberts; Chrissy Freestone; Craig Morley; David 
Tytherleigh; Elizabeth Macpherson; Geoff Gates; George 
Appleby; Gordon McCarthy; Graeme Stockton; Guy 
Dutson; Jen Carr; Jenny Possingham; John French; John 
Newman; Maddie Glynn; Margaret Alcorn; Paul Schillier; 
Richard Alcorn; Rod Lowther; Rustem Upton; Sandra 
Lea-Wood; Susan Kruss; Tom Fletcher; Trevor Lumb. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve 


Thursday 25 May 2017 
Leader: Rod Lowther 


In July 2004, Gordon McCarthy lead an excursion to 
this woodland with the intention of locating Weebill, 
Varied Sittella, Pink Robin, Black Kite, Restless 
Flycatcher and Painted Button-quail. Species sighted 
recently in the area. Who knows what birds we will see 
on this excursion but that’s part of the fun of being 
there. Come along and be surprised! 

The excursion will look to do several bird surveys / 
walks in different parts of the reserve. The data 
collected will form part of a submission to have this 
important native area upgrade in status to a 
‘Conservation Reserve’. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the well-known parking area inside 
the Bannockburn Bush Reserve, off the Bannockburn— 
Teasdale Road entrance, just opposite the Golf Course 
entrance. 


Bring: Water, drinks, and refreshments for morning 
tea. Study shoes for walking and maybe wet weather 
gear if conditions suggest rain on the day. 


Finish: about 12.15 p.m. or later if you want to stay for 
lunch at the watering hole where a display of 
honeyeater might amuse us with their antics, while we 
quietly converse. 


Enquiries: Rod Lowther email: 
rod.lowther@live.com / Phone: 0419 633 960 


Orange-bellied Parrot surveys 
on the Bellarine Peninsula. 


2017 OBP survey dates 


20, 21 May 2017 
22’ 23’ July 2017 
9° 10’ September 2017 


GFNC excursion 
Sunday 21 May 2017 
Bells Beach and heathland 


Bells Beach is world famous for its surf, but the reefs 
and clifftop heathland and coastal woodlands nearby 
contain a wide range of flora and fauna. The area 
suffered from poor management for many years, but 
the consistent efforts of SANE (Surfers Appreciating 
Natural Environment) since 1988 have helped restore 
the damage. Graeme Stockton from SANE will inform 
us of what has been achieved. 


Meet: 9:30 a.m. at the car park at Southside Beach, 
on Bells Beach Road. The car park entrance is 
about 600 m SW of the entrance to Bells 
Beach. We will walk part of the Surfcoast Walk 
along the clifftop to Bells Beach and return (at 
low tide) along the rock shelf to Southside for 
lunch. After lunch, the adventurous can 
complete a loop walk of about 4 km through 
heathland and coastal woodland along Jarosite 
Track and the Surf Coast Walk. 


Finish around 3.30 p.m. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks ,snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, 
binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides. 


More information contact: Barry Lingham 
0417 115 109 


Boneseeding in the You Yangs 
Saturday 20 May 2017 


Once again the Saddle will require our autumn attention. The 
area uphill from the east/west walking path still remains the 
best example of Boneseed control in the You Yangs, with 
native flora regeneration widely evident. Why not come and 
see for yourself? We will carry out the usual removal of any 
regrowth on ‘the hill’ and, numbers permitting, further 
clearing to the west, downhill from the west walking path. 
Hope to see you there. 


When: Saturday 20 May between 9.30 a.m. to 3.00 
p.m. Please try to arrive before 10.00 a.m. to 
aid our work plan. 


Follow the GFNC signs on the Great Circle 
Drive to Rockwell Rd—the gate will be 
unlocked, please close again after entering 
as this is normally a restricted road. 


Proceed to the ‘T’ intersection and park 


If you would like to participate, and you are not already on iE 
ere. 


Craig’s list of volunteers please contact him as soon as 


possible at craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


Gloves, eye protection (some safety glasses 
will be available if you don’t have any), 
mattock. 

Please wear suitable clothing, long sleeves, 
trousers and robust footwear. Plus, water 
morning tea/lunch, sunscreen, hat or 


Mailing roster raingear, depending on the weather. 


May: Chrissy Freestone 


Contact: Beforehand: Deborah Evans 5243 8687 or 
June: Joan & Tibor Korn 


Rob Beardsley 5241 1951/0455 432 353 
On the day: Rob Beardsley 0455 432 353 
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Coming events 


MAY 2017 


General Meeting: Geoff Gates—African travels and 
wildlife 

Plant Group: sharing photos and observations 
Fauna survey 

Conservation group meeting 

Bird Group: Richard Weatherly—Eastern Europe: from 
mountains to seashore. Birding in Bulgaria, Romania 
and France. 

Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
Boneseed pull—You Yangs. 

Excursion: Bells Beach to Ironbark Basin 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Bannockburn 


JUNE 2017 
General Meeting: Chris Banks—Grassland Earless 


6 


8-11 Fauna Survey 


13 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Emily Noble— 


15 


18 
22 


Dragons 


Orchids 


Bird Group—Members night—Birdlife of some urban 


parklands of the world (Graham Possingham) and 
Ethabooka Bird Reserve (Margaret and Richard Alcorn) 


Excursion: Breamlea 
Mid-group Bird Group Excursion: Blue Waters Lake, 
Ocean Grove 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2017-2018 


Vacant 

Vacant 

Barry Lingham 
vacant * 
Tracey Hinton 
Rod Lowther 
Deborah Evans 


President 
Vice-President 
Immediate Past President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Minute Secretary 
Membership Officer 
Committee Member 
Dean Hewish 
David Boyle 
Deborah Evans 
Graham Possingham 
Barry Lingham 
Phil Watson 
Craig Jones 


5255 4291 


5243 9973 
0419 633 960 
5243 8687 


0409 231 755 
5250 1039 
5243 8687 
5243 6997 
5255 4291 
0429 145 430 
0413 238 179 


*Appointment of Rod Lowther at AGM on temporary basis until 15 May 2017. 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Bird Group 

Conservation Adviser 

Editor 

Sub-editor 

Geelong Bird Report 

Jerringot Group 

Librarian 

Fauna Survey Group 

Web-master 

Eco Book Group 

General Meeting Minutes 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 


Craig Morley 
Bruce Lindsay 
Chrissy Freestone 
Deborah Evans 
Craig Morley 

Bela Bard-Brucker 
Lorraine Phelan 
Trevor Pescott 
Dean Hewish 
Lorraine Phelan 
Vacant 


Lynne Clarke 


5221 4604 
5223 2394 
0417 379 033 
5243 8687 
5221 4604 
5243 7072 
5243 0636 
5243 4368 
0409 231 755 
5243 0636 


0439 390 801 


lingham@tpg.com.au 
info@gfnc.org.au 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
rod.lowther@live.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 


myibook@iprimus.com.au 
davidboyle48@gmail.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 
philvaugwa@gmail.com 
cjones_22@bigpond.com 


craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 
Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 29th May 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 
Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Welway 452 G4] 


Copyright: The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. This publication and 
its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other countries. Generally the 
copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc.Unless otherwise indicated you 
may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for non-commercial educational 
purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must attribute the copyright owner 
(author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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